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ABSTRACT  

 

In Aronow and Samii (2012), we lay out conditions and methods for (i) non-parametric 

identification of causal effects in social experiments conducted in settings of high "interference", 

such as settings of interaction over social networks, (ii) estimation of causal effects in such 

settings, and (iii) characterization of the design variance of effect estimates.  Drawing on the 

methodological foundation provided by that paper, the talk will examine innovations and pitfalls 

in recent empirical work attempting to study how influence percolates through social networks.   
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